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No saree, dhoti for many 
PDS card holders in Kovai
M  S A R A V A N A N  @ Coimbatore

SEVERAL ration card holders 
have been left disappointed this 
Pongal as they did not receive 
free dhotis/sarees, distributed 
by the state government along 
with the Pongal gift hamper.

Supervisors of  ration shops 
said each shop distributed less 
than 60% dhotis and sarees in 
proportion to the total number 
of  eligible card holders, attrib-
uting it to short supply. While 
some card holders received ei-
ther a dhoti or a saree, few oth-
ers received neither due to less 
allotment, they said. 

R Ganesan, a card holder 
said, “I did not get a dhoti or a 
saree even though I am an eligi-
bile card holder. I received 
`3,000 cash, one kg raw rice, 
sugar and a full sugarcane. 
When I asked the staff  of  the 
ration shop at Ramanath-
apuram, they said there was 
less allotment of  the materials 
to the shop. He said I will be 
provided the dhoti and saree if  
the cooperative department 
sends more materials after Pon-
gal festival.” A supervisor, re-

questing anonymity, said, “At 
the ration shop I work at, 564 ra-
tion card holders were eligible 
to receive free dhoti and saree. 
But we only received 300 sets of  
dhotis and sarees. As per oral 
instruction from officials, I was 
asked to manage the distribu-
tion with the short quantity, 
without any issues. On the first 
day of  Pongal gift hamper dis-
tribution, I handed over the 
materials to the card holders. 
After a few days, I distributed 
either the dhoti or saree to the 
eligible card holders. The dis-
tribution was cut down to those 
who did not ask for both.”

G Rajendran, state president 
of  Tamil Nadu Ration Shop 
Employees Association, said, 
“The allotment has been less 
than 60% against the total eligi-
ble cards every year. Supervi-
sors of  ration shops are strug-
gling to manage the situation 
with the short supply. They 
managed the card holders, who 
were all not provided the 
clothes, saying they will inform 
once the shop gets an addition-
al allotment in the coming 
days.”

DMK governments over the years have built 
43 dams across Tamil Nadu, says CM Stalin
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

THE project is intended to in-
crease the city’s total storage 
capacity by roughly 15% and 
meet the growing demands of  
fast-developing areas.

Highlighting the features of  
the project, Stalin said the sur-
plus water from a network of  69 
lakes in and around the Man-
amathi area and other minor 
clusters, which would oth-
erwise drain into the sea, 
will be diverted to the 
Mamallan reservoir. 

The CM added that 
the project will also help 
store fresh water in areas 
such as Thiruvidanthai, 
Kokilamedu, Mamallapuram, 
Tiruporur, Thandalam and Pai-
yanur. This will prevent seawa-
ter intrusion and improve both 
groundwater level and quality. 
As part of  the plan, the Buck-
ingham Canal in the region will 
be restored over a length of  
15km, covering an area of  311 
acres. This will improve the 
livelihood of  fishermen who de-
pend on brackish water 
fishing. 

Fishermen living in the area 
will also be issued fishing li-
cences, he said. Stalin noted 
that Chennai currently depends 
on Chembarambakkam, Puzhal, 
Cholavaram and Poondi reser-
voirs along with the newly-built 
Thervoy kandigai. With the ad-
dition of  Mamallan, the city’s 
water storage capacity will im-
prove. It may be noted that 
Mamallan is expected to be 

larger than Cholavaram in 
terms of  capacity and 
will be smaller than the 
other three reservoirs.

Explaining the rea-
son for naming the res-

ervoir as Mamallan, Sta-
lin said, “The Pallavas 

ruled the Tondai region with 
Kancheepuram as their capital 
from the third to the ninth cen-
tury CE. During this time, they 
created 39 lakes, including those 
at Mahendravadi, Uthiramerur, 
Thenneri, and Thoosi Maman-
dur to ensure food and water 
security through a structured 
lake administration system”.

As the new reservoir is com-
ing up near Mamallapuram, 
which was built by Pallava King 

Narasimhavarman popularly 
known as “Mamallan”, it was 
appropriate to name it the 
Mamallan reservoir, the CM 
said.

“Some criticise that we have 
not contributed much for im-
proving water resources in the 
state. Former CM M Karunani-
dhi has done a lot. Till 2011, 
DMK governments over the 
years have built 43 dams across 
the state,” he added. Apart from 
opening the Mettur Dam on 
time to facilitate agricultural 
activities, the present DMK gov-
ernment has ensured the desilt-
ing of  waterbodies in the Cau-
very delta region to the tune of  
`459 crore and built 121 check 
dams, the CM said.  

Stalin further said the gov-
ernment is happy to present the 
Best Water Conservation Award 
to NGOs playing a key role in 
ensuring sustainable water re-
source management.

Deputy Chief  Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin, ministers, 
Chengalpattu Collector D Sne-
ha and officials from the Water 
Resources Department took 
part.

Cop cremated sans 
guard of honour, 
assn seeks action
THOOTHUKUDI: Tamil Nadu 
retired police personnel wel-
fare association submitted a 
petition to CM’s cell, condemn-
ing the district police for not 
offering guard of  honour for 
the special sub inspector of  
Thermal police, who died at 
hospital days after a road mis-
hap. SSI Subbaiah met with a 
road accident at Bryant Nagar 
on January 14, when he was re-
turning home from the station. 
He was receiving treatment at 
a private hospital in Tirunel-
veli. On Monday, he died with-
out responding to medication 
on Monday. Following postmor-
tem, he was cremated at 
Thoothukudi corporation cre-
mation ground on the same 
evening. In the petition, the as-
sociation’s district executive 
secretary T Raju said the dis-
trict police did not provide 
guard of  honour to the person-
nel who died in service. Sub-
baiah had completed 40 years of  
service in the police department. 
When contacted, Thoothukudi 
Superintendent of  Police Silam-
barasan did not respond.    ENS
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Tasmac workers 
besiege district 
manager’s office
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Thoothukudi

MEMBERS attached to the Fed-
eration of  All TASMAC Workers 
Association resorted to protest 
on Monday, besieging the TAS-
MAC district manager’s office at 
the SIPCOT Industrial Complex, 
demanding action against those 
who assaulted salesmen.

The protest was held in the 
wake of  a recent attack on a 
salesman of  a TASMAC outlet 
in Krishnarajapuram following 
a quarrel over the `10 bottle 
buyback scheme for empty liq-
uor bottles. The protesters, led 
by the federation’s state coordi-
nator Napoleon, said that liq-
uor consumers had assaulted a 
salesman, Selvakumar, of  the 
Krishnapuram TASMAC outlet 
recently for delaying the repay-
ment of  `10 under the empty 
bottle payback scheme. Selva-
kumar has been admitted to a 
private hospital.

Condemning the alleged in-
action by the police, the protest-
ers said that an FIR must be 
registered and the attacker de-
tained at the earliest.

Fishers protest seeking construction of groyne
TIRUNELVELI: Residents of  
Koothankuzhi fishing village 
near Kudankulam staged a pro-
test on the seashore on Monday, 
demanding the construction of  
a groyne to prevent sea erosion 
and protect their livelihood. The 
coastal village is home to around 
1,500 families, most of  whom de-
pend on fishing for their survival 
and about 350 country boats op-
erate from the village every day. 
The fishermen alleged that they 
have been urging the authorities 
for over a decade to construct a 
groyne along the coast to curb 
erosion. Though a mini groyne 

bridge was built a few years ago, 
the protesters said it had failed 
to serve the purpose. As part of  
the protest, villagers took out a 
peaceful rally along the beach in 

the morning. Later, representa-
tives submitted a petition to the 
Tirunelveli district administra-
tion seeking urgent interven-
tion.                      ENS
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on 
Monday observed that the 
chemical analysis of  the sam-
ples collected from Sabarimala 
prima facie reinforced its 
doubts that the original gold-
clad dwarapalakas and door 
frames from the temple were 
replaced.

The court, citing the analysis 
reports from the Vikram Sara-
bhai Space Centre (VSSC), not-
ed that the original gold-clad 
plates didn’t have nickel and 
acrylic polymer layers, where-
as the layers were present in 
the subsequently-plated copper 
plates. This, along with the ab-
sence of  mercury and compara-

tive thickness of  the gold and 
nickel layers in the latter, clear-
ly indicated a systematic and 
methodical process behind the 
execution of  the alleged offence 
(of  gold theft), the court said.

It said the reports not only 
disclose the manner and modus 
operandi of  the alleged tamper-
ing and substitution, but also 
provide critical evidentiary 
pointers for correlating past 

transactions with subsequent 
activities. 

The report, therefore, as-
sumes central importance in 
the probe as it sheds light on 
multiple technical and material 
aspects and furnishes a scien-
tific basis for evaluating trans-
actions undertaken during 2024 
and 2025, identifying the chain 
of  decision-making, fixing indi-
vidual responsibility and crimi-
nal liability, and examining the 
existence of  any organised or 
concerted action amounting to 
criminal conspiracy. However, 
the court refrained from dis-
closing additional technical 
particulars at this stage, noting 
the possibility of  further ar-
rests and recoveries.

Chemical test proves doubts of pilferage 
of gold in Sabarimala temple, says court

FILE PIC

Ex-Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao’s daughter K 
Kavitha is in talks with poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor to enlist his services in launching her political 
party, Telangana Jagruthi, sources said on Monday

KAVITHA 
MEETS PK

The Hon’ble Principal District Court, Tirunelveli ordered sale of the  
schedule mentioned property in E.P.59/2023 filed by Union Bank of In-
dia, Palayamkottai Branch against M/s.Arumugam Pillai Book Centre  
1.M/s.Arumugam Pillai Book Centre Partners: Mr.A.Jeganathan, 
J.Sivakgami And J.Arumugam 1/25/14 Tiruchendur Road, North Bazaar,  Pa-
layamkottai, Tirunelveli – 627002. 2.Mr.A.Jeganathan,  S/o.Arumugam Pillai 
No 25 North Uchimakali Amman Kovil Street, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli 
-627002. 3.Mrs.Sivagami (Partner) W/o.Mr.Jeganathan, No 25 Noth Uchimakali 
Amman Kovil Street, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli -627002 .4.Mr.Arumugam  
(Partner) S/o.A.Jeganathan, 26-3 North Uchimakali Amman Kovil Street, 
Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli -627002. The schedule property mentioned 
hereunder will be listed and put for auction to be held on 23.01.2026 at  
4 P.M. Interested buyers may participate in the auction which will be  
conducted by Principal District and Session Court at Tirunelveli  
District Court Compus, Tirunelveli.

Schedule of the property
Tirunelveli Registration District, Tirunelveli Joint 1 Sub Registrar saragam previ-
ously Tirunelveli Municipal ward no.22,now Tirunelveli Municipal Corporation ward 
no.7, Mele Veera ragavapuram village Meenatchipuram Kuruguthurai road South 
wing Town survey ward no.10, Block 8, Town survey no.730 part land admeasur-
ing East to west 5 feet, North to south 4 feet totally 20 feet and southern side 
second measurement East to west 13 feet North to south Western side 42 feet, 
Eastern side 43 feet totally 552.5 sq feet totally 572.5 sq feet in house constructed 
assassed as door no.5 and 5A western part ground floor and first floor building 
and electricity connection water connection and regular rights within boundaries:  
North : T.S.729/1 East west street
East :   T.S.730 part House land common wall mentioned in second schedule 

belongs to 2nd person
South : T.S.732 House belongs to Narayana pillai
West :  T.S.730 part Avudaiyappa thevar house land and norther side T.S.729/1 

East west street.
Place: Palayamkottai,  Union Bank of India
Date : 19.01.2026   Palayamkottai Branch

Public Notice or Sale Auction

CHANGE OF NAME
I, SYED MUHAMMAD SALIH, 
S/o.Woondi Kithar Mohamed 
born on 14th January 1974 (na-
tive district: Thoothukudi) re-
siding at : 376, Kuthukal Street, 
Kayalpatnam, Tiruchendur Taluk, 
Thoothukudi District - 628204, 
Shall henceforth be known  
as, WOONDI SYED MUHAMMAD 
SALIH.

SYED MUHAMMAD SALIH
Kayalpatnam 19th January 2026

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MALARVILI R, W/o.Sairam, 
was born on 08th January 1991 
(Birth Place-Thoothukudi, Tamil-
nadu) residing at No.5A/138, 
Caldwell Colony, First Street, 
Thoothukudi - 628008, Thoothu-
kudi district, Tamilnadu State, 
Shall henceforth be known as,  
R MALARVIZHI.

MALARVILI R
Thoothukudi


