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Chemical test proves doubts of pilferage
of gold in Sabarimala temple, says court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on
Monday observed that the
chemical analysis of the sam-
ples collected from Sabarimala
prima facie reinforced its
doubts that the original gold-
clad dwarapalakas and door
frames from the temple were
replaced.

The court, citing the analysis
reports from the Vikram Sara-
bhai Space Centre (VSSC), not-
ed that the original gold-clad
plates didn’t have nickel and
acrylic polymer layers, where-
as the layers were present in
the subsequently-plated copper
plates. This, along with the ab-
sence of mercury and compara-
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tive thickness of the gold and
nickel layers in the latter, clear-
ly indicated a systematic and
methodical process behind the
execution of the alleged offence
(of gold theft), the court said.
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It said the reports not only
disclose the manner and modus
operandi of the alleged tamper-
ing and substitution, but also
provide critical evidentiary
pointers for correlating past

Limited stock: No saree, dhoti for many
ration card holders in Kovai, other dists

M SARAVANAN @ Coimbatore

SEVERAL ration card holders
have been left disappointed this
Pongal as they did not receive
free dhotis/sarees, distributed
by the state government along
with the Pongal gift hamper.

Supervisors of ration shops
said each shop distributed less
than 60% dhotis and sarees in
proportion to the total
number of eligible card
holders, attributing it
to short supply. While
some card holders re-
ceived either a dhotior
a saree, few others re-
ceived neither due to less
allotment, they said.

R Ganesan, a card holder
said, “I did not get a dhoti or a
saree even though I am an eligi-
bile card holder. I received
Z3,000 cash, one kg raw rice,
sugar and a full sugarcane.
When I asked the staff of the
ration shop at Ramanath-
apuram, they said there was
less allotment of the materials
to the shop. He said I will be
provided the dhoti and saree if
the cooperative department
sends more materials after Pon-
gal festival.”

A supervisor, requesting ano-
nymity, said, “At the ration
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shop I work at, 564 ration card
holders were eligible to receive
free dhoti and saree. But we
only received 300 sets of dhotis
and sarees. As per oral instruc-
tion from officials, I was asked
tomanage the distribution with
the short quantity, without any
issues. On the first day of Pon-
gal gift hamper distribution, I
handed over the materials to
the card holders. After a few
days, I distributed either
the dhoti or saree to the
eligible card holders.

The distribution was

cut down to those who

did not ask for both.”
G Rajendran, state
president of Tamil Nadu
Ration Shop Employees Asso-
ciation, said, “The allotment
has been less than 60% against
the total eligible cards every
year. Supervisors of ration
shops are struggling to manage
the situation with the short
supply. They managed the card
holders, who were all not pro-
vided the clothes, saying they
will inform once the shop gets
an additional allotment in the
coming days.”

Sources said there is no
chance of receiving additional
supply as the distribution proc-
ess is over.

Speaking to TNIE, N Muthu-
reka, a resident of the Ara-
palayam in Madurai, said she
did not receive the saree, dhoti
or sugarcane, as officials cited
low supply. “I received 3,000,
one kg of rice and sugar. The
quality of the rice is very poor.
To my knowledge, most people
have not received sarees and
dhotis. A few received only dho-
tis,” she said.

A senior official from the co-
operative department said,
“The allotment of dhotis and
sarees was less against the total
eligible card holders in the dis-
trict. Card holders who were
left out may receive the clothes
if we receive further
allotment.”

Cooperative department of-
ficials in Tiruchy said the de-
partment also faced a shortage
of dhotis and sarees this year.
As some cardholders did not
opt to receive dhotis and sarees,
officials initially managed the
distribution with the available
stock. Subsequently, based on a
fresh indent, the required quan-
tity of these items was
received.

(With inputs from Vincent
Arockiaraj @ Tiruchy and
Jeyalakshmi Ramanujam @
Madurai)

A street vendor arranges watermelons brought from Tindivanam in Villupuram district, near Krishnampathy Lake in Coimbatore
on Monday. The seasonal fruit signals the arrival of summer and is being sold at 330 per kg | s SENBAGAPANDIYAN

50 injured in
jallikattu in
Tiruchy, Pudukai

TIRUCHY & PUDUKKOTTALI
At least 50 people, including
bull tamers, owners and specta-
tors, were injured in jallikattu
and Vadamaadu events held in
Tiruchy and Pudukkottai dis-
tricts respectively on Monday.
In Tiruchy, 22 persons were in-
jured at a Jallikattu event held
at Navalur Kuttapattu village.
In Pudukkottai, Jallikattu was
conducted at Mukkanipatti,
where 600 bulls were registered
and 462 tamers enrolled. Twen-
ty-seven tamers suffered inju-
ries, including 10 major cases.
Separately, a Vadamaadu event
held at Keezhapanaiyur South
Colony near Arimalam in
Pudukkottai district left seven
persons with minor injuries.

Youth kills sister opposing

her friendship with man

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tirunelveli

A 25-year-old man was arrested
for allegedly hacking his elder
sister to death at Thachankudi-
yiruppu, near Devarkulam, on
Sunday, after neighbours re-
peatedly passed comments on
her friendship with a married
man. The arrested was identi-
fied as Kannan.

The deceased was identified
as R Radhika (28). Sources said
Radhika, who was unmarried,
was friends with a married
man. Her friendship was often
questioned by her neighbours,
which led to frequent quarrels
within the family over the past
few months. Superintendent of

Police Dr V Prasannakumar
said Radhika’s younger broth-
er, Kannan, had objected to her
friendship. On Sunday, an argu-
ment ensued between the sib-
lings, and during the quarrel,
Kannan allegedly attacked Ra-
dhika with a sickle, causing se-
vere cut injuries. She was
rushed to a hospital for treat-
ment, where the doctors de-
clared her dead on arrival.

During interrogation, Kan-
nan allegedly confessed that he
was upset over his sister con-
tinuing her friendship despite
repeated objections. Devarku-
lam police registered a case
and produced Kannan before a
magistrate, who remanded him
to judicial custody.

transactions with subsequent
activities.

The report, therefore, as-
sumes central importance in
the probe as it sheds light on
multiple technical and material
aspects and furnishes a scien-
tific basis for evaluating trans-
actions undertaken during 2024
and 2025, identifying the chain
of decision-making, fixing indi-
vidual responsibility and crimi-
nal liability, and examining the
existence of any organised or
concerted action amounting to
criminal conspiracy. However,
the court refrained from dis-
closing additional technical
particulars at this stage, noting
the possibility of further ar-
rests and recoveries.

EXPRESS READ

Next generation post
office opened in lIT-M

CHENNAI: In a bid to rework
campus-based postal facilities
for a younger, digitally native user
base, the Tamil Nadu Postal Circle
of the Department of Posts
inaugurated a Next Generation
(N-Gen) Post Office at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Madras
on Monday. The facility was
opened by Prof V Kamakoti,
director of IIT Madras, in the
presence of Dr Jane Prasad,
registrar of the institute, and
senior postal officials including G
Natarajan, postmaster general
for Chennai City Region, and
Major Manoj M, director of postal
services for the region. The N-Gen
format is part of a national
programme to modernise post
offices located within
educational institutions,
recasting them as technology-
enabled, youth-centric service
hubs while retaining core postal
functions. ENS
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Gang robs cash, gold
worth 5 cr from bank
in daring Odisha heist

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Barbil/Keonjhar

IN a daring heist, armed rob-
bers decamped with gold jew-
ellery worth over %5 crore
along with cash by holding
staff and customers at gun-
point in the Bank of

Maharashtra branch of
Barbil in Keonjhar district
on Monday. The incident took
place around 2.05 pm when
about five to six masked rob-
bers entered the bank branch
located along Barbil-Kalinga
state highway and carried
out the entire plan in just
about 15-20 minutes. The
bank branch is located near
the Truck Owners Associa-
tion office.

Police sources said, just
two bank staff and a handful
of customers were present
when the robbers walked in.
Holding the bank staff at
gunpoint, the robbers collect-
ed the mobile phones of all
the customers. The helmet
wearing miscreants then
locked them inside a room
and forced the branch man-
ager to open the locker where
mortgaged gold jewellery
was kept. Before leaving,
they also took away the CCTV
recorder, but returned the
mobile phones to the cus-
tomers and bank staff.
Since the bank primarily .-
offers goal loans, the rob-

bers are believed to have

targeted the branch.
They are likely to have
chosen the immediate
post-lunch hours to rob
the bank since attendance
is generally thin around the
time. Also, there was no secu-
rity guard present at the
branch when the incident

took place.

On receiving information,
Keonjhar SP Nitin Kushalkar
Dagdu along with a team
rushed to the spot. He ques-
tioned the bank employees
and the customers present at
the branch. Roads connect-
ing to the area were sealed
off to prevent escape by the
robbers. It is suspected that
the robbers might taken the
road to Jharkhand as it is
very close to Barbil town. Ac-
cording to the Barbil police,
all banks of the town had
been clearly advised in a joint
meeting held during Decem-
ber 2025, to install hidden
cameras, dummy DVR and
frontage camera. They were
also instructed to save data
in cloud format and deploy
armed guards in compliance
to standard operating proce-
dures issued by DIG, Western
range.

Police are verifying wheth-
er the guidelines were main-
tained at the bank. While a
search operation has been
launched, police are closely
examining the CCTV footage
of the surrounding areas.
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Ex-Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao’s daughter K
Kavitha is in talks with poll strategist Prashant
Kishor to enlist his services in launching her political
party, Telangana Jagruthi, sources said on Monday

‘K’taka DGP’s
sleazy video’
ooes viral, CM
promises action

BENGALURU: A video pur-
portedly showing Karnataka
DGP (Civil Rights Enforce-
ment) K Ramachandra Rao in
an alleged compromising posi-
tion with women went viral in
the social media on Monday.
Rao sought to reject the vid-
eos outright terming them “fab-
ricated and false.” Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah warned of
action if the official was found
guilty. The DGP’s attempt to
clarify his position with Home
Minister G Parameshwara did
not fructify. The top police of-
ficer is the stepfather of Har-
shavardhini Ranya alias Ranya
Rao, arrested in a sensational
gold smug-
gling case
and current-
ly lodged in
the Bengalu-
ru Central

Jail. b
Kannada
TV news |

channels too
aired the ypamachandra Rao
blurred im-

ages of women in the video.

Chief Minister Siddaramai-
ah said, “We will get it investi-
gated.” “I got to know about it
in the morning. We will initiate
disciplinary action against
him. No one is above law, not-
withstanding how senior the
police officer is,” he said re-
sponding the controversy sur-
rounding the Director General
of Police.

As the videos went viral, Rao
rushed to meet Parameshwara
but the meeting did not take
place.

Speaking to reporters out-
side the minister’s house, he
said, “I am also thinking how
and when it happened and who
has done it. In this era anything
can happen. I have no idea
about it.’ PTI

‘DMK govts built 43 dams across TN over the years’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE project is intended to in-
crease the city’s total storage
capacity by roughly 15% and
meet the growing demands of
fast-developing areas.
Highlighting the features of
the project, Stalin said the sur-
plus water from a network of
69 lakes in and around the
Manamathi area and other mi-
nor clusters, which would oth-
erwise drain into the sea, will
be diverted to the Mamallan
reservoir. The CM added that
the project will also help store
fresh water in areas such as

Illegal electric fence around
farm kills man in Krishnagiri

KRISHNAGIRI: A 40-year-old man was
electrocuted to death after coming into
contact with an illegal electric fence near
Shoolagiri on Monday. Police said the
deceased was identified as N Nagaraj (40) of
Kalingavaram. On Monday morning, he was
found dead near a farmland owned by G
Venkatesarajalu in Errandapalli village.

Thiruvidanthai, Kokilamedu,
Mamallapuram, Tiruporur,
Thandalam and Paiyanur. This
will prevent seawater intru-
sion and improve both ground-
water level and quality. As
part of the plan, the
Buckingham Canal in

the region will be re-

stored over a length of

15km, covering an area

of 311 acres. This will
improve the livelihood

of fishermen who depend
on brackish water fishing.
Fishermen living in the area
will also be issued fishing li-
cences, he said. Stalin noted

that Chennai currently de-
pends on Chembarambakkam,
Puzhal, Cholavaram and Poon-
di reservoirs along with the
newly-built Thervoy kandigai.
With the addition of Mamal-
lan, the city’s water stor-

age capacity will im-
prove. It may be noted

that Mamallan is ex-
pected to be larger than
Cholavaram in terms

of capacity and will be
smaller than the other three
reservoirs. Explaining the rea-
son for naming the reservoir
as Mamallan, Stalin said, “The
Pallavas ruled the Tondai re-

gion with Kancheepuram as
their capital from the third to
the ninth century CE. During
this time, they created 39 lakes,
including those at Mahendra-
vadi, Uthiramerur, Thenneri,
and Thoosi Mamandur to en-
sure food and water security
through a structured lake ad-
ministration system”.

“Some criticise that we have
not contributed much for im-
proving water resources in the
state. Former CM M Karunani-
dhi has done a lot. Till 2011,
DMK governments over the
years have built 43 dams across
the state,” he added.
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Farmer attempts
suicide alleging

police inaction

TIRUNELVELI: A farmer at-
tempted to end his life in
front of the district collector-
ate during the grievance re-
dressal meeting held here on
Monday, alleging prolonged
inaction on his police com-
plaint. The farmer was iden-
tified as A Lakshmanan (52)
of Sethurayanpudur near
Manur. The police personnel
on duty and the fire and res-
cue services staff immedi-
ately intervened and prevent-
ed the suicide attempt.
Lakshmanan alleged that he
had lent some money to a
person from his locality to
meet education expenses.
However, when he demanded
repayment, the borrower al-
legedly refused. He added
that he lodged a complaint at
the Manur police station, but
was advised to approach the
court.

(Assistance for those hav-
ing suicidal thoughts is avail-
ableonthe Tamil Nadu health
department’s helpline 104)

Trivandrum Engineering Science & Technology (TrEST) Research Park

(A Government of Kerala undertaking)

Email ; trestpark@kerala.gov.in

Tender Id ;: 2026 TrEST 827509 2
Bids ara invited from reputed manufacturing companies/siartups for advanced pilot production and commercializa-
fian, including resource mobilization and marketing of LTO EV batiery cells and packs, leveraging proprietary tech-
notogies deveioped by members of the Kerala EV Consorfium
Bid Submission end date 27.02.2026, 5.00 pm.
For mare details: 0471-2598555, 9188933426, Website: www.trestpark.org

Sd/-, Chief Executive Officer

CHANGE OF NAME i Rk

|, Sheik Abdul Kadhar, S/o
Mohamed Sulthan borm on
10.06.1978 (Them District),

Red. Mo, 234 N1 MKG | 2026

Thia TCMPF Lo, invbes TYWO PART TENDERS Oy way' of @-Submssian fhiough e-Proparemant Fordal fom (ha repuled
Caontracions | Manpoassr Agences for the Toliowing:

AMILNADU CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS' FEDERATION LTD,

AANVIH ILLAM, 3 - A, PASLIMPON MUTHURAMALIMGANAR SALAL NAKNDWMNAM,
CHENNA] - &30 035, E-MAlL: asvirmarketinggmail.com

TENDER NOTICE

Dearbe=d: 19.00. 2026

Tandar

residi ng at No.11, TV.KK, e Ham@ of the wark EMD Cracumant :‘:n:::; En:;hnr;::;:; tpmotg
NMagar 4th Stresat,| [N Bt cirmriomacd Tirmee P

: wi
Bodina Va kanur Post 1 Ergagemerd al Agency for provkding 22 manpowst s 22,011 2026 | 20,07 2026 | 05022036 | 06,02 3026
Bodinayakanur Taluk. Theni 1. |for mullipunpose senioes al Product comirol Foam, 8,000/ ta ] ul at

¥ : Ambatiur for a pancd of 18 manihs paniracs 3 0B.02 2026 | 11.30 am. OO0 PML | 1RO AN,
District-625513, Tamilnadu - i e e | e e

rgagemard al Agency lor hause keeping Ain ; ; a2, 02

shall henceforth be known as 2. | Hdiach patlours and mansenance of cares 50 E ﬁ?ﬁl.ﬂf ta at at at
EHE"{ AEDUL I{HADER i of 18 mionilks contacl, 05, D:Li."I:IEE 12.30 p.m B3, I:II:I P 14,00 5. M

MOHAMMED SULTHAN.
Sheik Abdul Kadhar

Bodinayakanur

Tha Techndeal Bads shall ha openad through onlneg g-Froounamant Frrl.aHhﬂpa.Jﬂ:nbnndnrl gwln[m mentioned data ak
aborve mearnhioned address The Daddaers E-I'ﬂdl:lahl:f'l.tlr'.l:“lr bids only [htps:itnferders.govin). Al oifwor dolails can be =ean n
thes fonder docwmanlts, the $snder documenis can be downloadoed al the above wabsés. Corngendum ¢ Addendum B0 this
puEricabian, iFarmy would aopear only on @ abonees = webaile,

DIPR ] 3957 TENDER /2026

TAMILNADU CO-OFERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS” FEDERATION LT,

GENERAL MANAGER (MKG],

19.01,2026

Avdinad Purd O &b wn
FlegeF i o 3T g D=

Caviiresl Bevrls of fvelle

o

MH.NA.MH.BIIRH.I HRANBH
l.r g 7

uutatmn Hutu:l: 0-2058 No 237 / Date: 15/01/2026
Central Bank of India 1. Name of the work
invitee sealed bids from 2. No. of work :- 02(Two) Nos.

reputed and experienced
cantractars for the Interior
Furnishing, Elecirical
Works, and Data Cabling for

3. Estimated Cost

4. Class of Contractor (Eligible)
5. Period of Completion

6. Other details

GOVT. OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION

sz ENGINEER RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR
Email: se_nerwkjr@rediffmail.com
eProcurement Notice for Road Works

Bid Identification No. NCB-39/RWCKJR/2025-26

:- S/R to roads in the District of Keonjhar for the year 2025-26.

:- As per Annexure in NIT.
:- As per Annexure in NIT.
:- As per Annexure in NIT.

its Manamadurai Branch,
Sivaganga located at NO.
174, BYE PASS ROAD,
Near New Busstand ,

MANAMADURAI,

SIVAGANGA 630606
Last date for submission

S . Last Date Date &Time of Opening of
| Bid Identifi- | Availability of tender On-line | g o o | Jonder in 0/0 C.CE,, R,
Procurement Officer . for bidding . . .
cation No. seeking Tender Circle, Keonjhar
| From To Clarification [ Technical Bid | Financial Bid
_ 1 _ 2 3 4 5 6 7 |
Erfg'::fge?gj:;';'wgfks NS D22.01.26 | DL0502%6 | DLOAGZZ6 | DRLOGOZZ6 |  Willbe

Gircle, Keonjhar 9025-26 at 11.00 AM |up to 5.00 PM| up to 5.00 PM | at 11.00 AM |intimated Iaterl

of quotation: 26.01.2026
Sr.Manager, Madurai.

e Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, Keonjhar

epaper.newtndtanexpress.c:nm.




